
‘We’ve had to  
be flexible and 

evolve our style’
Rebuilding their rundown home 
exhausted their budget, so the 
Pedersens have devised room schemes 
that develop as their finances allow

Work with what 
you’ve got
‘Don’t get hung up on “indoor” 
and “outdoor” furniture,’ says 
Monika. ‘I’ve used a mix of both 
on our deck so it feels like a 
proper room and we use it more.’ 
The exterior was painted with 
leftover mint green paint from  
a neighbour: ‘It gives the house a 
fresh and summery seaside feel.’
Buy the key pieces 
For similar, try the Jonah garden sofa, 
£499; Jonah armchair, £299; and Alif 
coffee table, £179, all Made.com

Ideal Home

Outdoor rugs 
More comfortable for  

bare feet, and they help  
stop garden dirt  

being carried into  
the house

loves
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Welcome to my home

the property 
A three-bedroom  
cottage in the centre of 
Copenhagen, Denmark.

“The location  
of this house  
is the perfect 
combination of 
social city living 
and urban oasis” 

Take a quick tour...

Artist and trainee teacher 
Monika Pedersen lives 
here with her husband 
Henrik, who works in the 
construction industry, 
and their children, Frigg, 
aged six, and Falke, four.

W ith its double-height ceiling, beams 
and open staircase, this house has the 
features of a spacious loft apartment, 
but tucked into the 109sq m confines  

of a cosy cottage. Built in the style of a typical Danish 
summer house, it is tucked away on the site of a former 
community garden in the heart of the city. ‘Families 
live here all year round now, so we are close to our 
neighbours but we can also see the plants growing and 
hear the birds,’ says Monika Pedersen. ‘It’s the perfect 
combination of social city living and urban oasis.’

Monika and her husband Henrik bought the house  
in 2010. Two years later, they started a two-year 
renovation project, living in one room with their children, 
Frigg and Falke, as the house was torn down around 
them. ‘As soon as we started looking behind the walls, 
we realised the place was in a bad state,’ says Monika. 
‘We had to rip everything out – walls, floors, windows. 
All that’s left of the old house are the roof and rafters.’

The process allowed them to rethink the layout and 
make the most of the property’s small footprint. The 
open-plan design offers long views through the house 
and an illusion of space. Look up and roof lights give a 
view of the sky. Gaze out through the French doors and 
picture windows and you’ll see the garden. There’s even 
a wraparound deck that’s used as an extra room. Space, 
light, views – it sounds pricey, but that’s not the case.  
‘I bought all the windows and doors from a recycling 
database where people sell glazing they’ve bought in 
the wrong size,’ says Monika. ‘Wherever I could, I 
bought reclaimed or second-hand materials; it saved us 
a lot of money. Each time we complete a project in the 
house, I’m grateful. We’re living in our dream home!’

famIly 
room

bedroom

bedroom

bedroom

dInIng area

kItcHen

“ I can’t resist a bargain! Even 
our mugs are bought at flea 

markets, but if they’re perfect, 
what does it matter?”

Use natural elements
‘There’s exposed timber throughout 
and a lot of our furniture combines 
bare wood with painted surfaces,’ 
says Monika. ‘I also use plants as 
accessories, creating displays to 
fill a corner or create a focal point.’
Buy the key pieces 
For similar, try the World Map mural, 
£43.99, All Posters. The Originals 
Chairmakers rocker is similar, £955, 
Ercol. The Dots hooks, £89 for five, 
Made in Design

dot display 
Monika has 
mixed Muuto’s 
Dot hooks in 
various sizes

ground 
floor
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Combine old and new
Monika mixes new furniture with 
fleamarket finds (often revamped 
with white paint), which gives the 
open-plan living space a relaxed and 
unique look. ‘We virtually rebuilt the 
house, so it has a new feel, but the 
reclaimed flooring and our vintage 
things help to give it character.’
Buy the key pieces 
For a similar sofa, try the Fletch in Marl 
Grey, £1,299, Made.com. Molecular 
pendant, £256, House Doctor range, 
Made in Design

Don’t block sightlines
‘Views are important in a small 
space,’ says Monika. ‘We opened 
everything up, exposing the rafters 
and even fitting an open-tread 
staircase to add light and space.’
Buy the key pieces 
For similar pink wall paint, try Colours 
Premium Tutu matt emulsion, £16 for 2.5L, 
B&Q. Black Ribba frame, £4, Ikea

Keep kitchens simple
In an open-plan space, you have  
to decide what zone to make the 
focus. Monika has picked out  
the dining area, but chosen  
kitchen units that blend into the 
background, with black accents to 
give the all-white space structure.
Buy the key pieces 
Bodbyn kitchen, from £26 for a door; 
Hitshult handles, £8 for two; Saljan 
worktop, from £40, all Ikea

Limit your palette
‘Sticking to a small group of 
colours gives continuity and  
flow,’ says Monika. ‘I’ve used 
white as the main shade, with 
black accents and hints of pink.  
I repaint the wall in the kitchen-
diner every now and again to  
keep the decor fresh.’
Buy the key pieces 
Mallorca table, from £411, Ilva. The Lule 
chair, £229 for two, Made.com, is similar

Love  
monIca’s  

style?

Turn to page 75 
to shop the look

map mural 
Track your 
travels with 
this timeless 
idea for a 
feature wall

draped 
Branches 
Create a living 
ceiling over the 
dining table

Choose black 
metal taps instead 

of chrome for a 
vintage vibe
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What i’ve learned

“ It would have been easier 
to tear down the house and 

rebuild from scratch, as renovating 
was a long and complicated process. 
But the end result would never have 
had the same spirit!” F
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Tackle clutter in  
small bedrooms
In the main bedroom, a pretty 
valance conceals under-bed storage 
boxes, and a selection of baskets are 
positioned to hold everyday clutter.
Buy the key pieces 
For similar, try the Fladis seagrass basket, 
£10, Ikea. For similar bedlinen, try the 
Warren duvet set, from £120, Habitat

Flip the colour ratio
Harlequin check tiling and black 
furniture means that black, not 
white, is the dominant colour in 
the bathroom. Monika’s blush 
pink towels soften the look.
Buy the key pieces 
For similar try Checker tiles, £67.56sq 
m, Topps Tiles. Try the Duke roll-top 
bath, £349.95, Victorian Plumbing; and 
the Marlborough freestanding unit & 
basin in Charcoal, £863, Laura Ashley

Plants on the 
treads soften  
the staircase’s 
hard lines

The open-tread 
staircase lets 

light flow through 
the hallway

toWel 
ladder 
a slim and 
repositionable 
solution

repurposed 
Basket 
useful as an 
easy-to-carry 
plant pot
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